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may be inriched with from your indefatigable La¬ 
bours. I have not at prefent to add, but to beg you 
would perluade yourfelf, that no Employ can be 
deemed more honourable, than in your Com¬ 
mands, by 

SIR, 


Neweajlle, Feb. 9 . 
i6 7 |. 


Tour humble Servant, 

J. Durant 


XI. A Letter from James Parfons, M. 2). 
F. R. S. to the Prefident; ferving to intro¬ 
duce a Remark from John Milner, Efq\ 
concerning the burying of the Cows, dead of 
the prefent reigning Diftemper, in Lime or 
not. 

SIR, 

Read June I 2 \T7HEN the Means for preventing the 
I 74 6 - W Infection among the Cattle were 

under Confideration, Burying them was thought the 
moft effectual Method to hinder its Progrefs 5 and, 
by way of Improvement to this Project, the Addition 
of Lime was imagined neceffary, for the more fpeedy 
Deftruction of the diftemper’d Carcafes. But fome 
Doubts atifing, whether the Lime might not exalt 
the putrid Particles, and help to fpread the Infection, 
it was the Opinion of feveral of the Learned, that it 
was moft fafe, on that account, to bury them with¬ 
out it. 

This 
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This Difference will probably be decided by the 
inclofed Account of Cattle buried both with and 
without Line, written by John Milner , Efquire, one 
of the Juftices appointed to infped into the Affair, 
and one who has the Good of Mankind at Heart as 
much as any Perfon whatfoever. This Gentleman 
related the Cafe to feveral others, who were met at 
a Coffee-houfe where I was prefent; and, as I 
thought it concerned the Public very much, I waited 
on him next Morning fto requeft he would permit 
me to lay it before the Royal Society ; which he 
readily complied with, and gave me the inclofed 
Paper for that Purpofe. I hope it will ferve to pre¬ 
vent the Practice of burying them with Lime for 
the future, as this accidental Fad makes it more than 
probable, that malignant Particles may be fcnt up, * 
and fpread through the Air. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, and the Society’.?, 

N-B. The Cattle were buried tnojl obedient Servant , 
to Feet deep with Lime. 

8 Feet deep without Lime. James Parfons. 


* Quick Lime renders the animal Salts morevolatile and pungent; 
as in the Procefs of Spirit of Sal ammoniac, with Quuick-Lime. See 
Wilfon’% Chemiflry, Lond, 1709. 8°. p. 33?. C. M. 


Ff 2 


May 
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May 1 i, 1746. 

M R. Stall-wood ., a Farmer at Hackney , informed 
the Juftices, to whom the Care of the dif- 
temper’d Cattle was committed, that he had buried 
thirteen Cows very deep, with the Quantity of Li me 
appointed by the Juftices, and, observing his Dogs 
to fcrarch and tear up the Ground with their Feer, to 
get at the Cows Flefh (the Lime fermenting, and 
caufing a Foam, as he called it, or ftrong Scent of Meat 
to arife, which made the Dogs fo eager to come at it) 
he beat them off feveral times: But the Dogs always 
returning as foon as he was gone, he, for fome time, 
hired Boys to keep them off. But that he had buried 
feveral other Cows in another Place, with their Hides 
cut and flafli’d, without any Lime (being ordered by 
the Juftices fo to do), and the Dogs never attempted 
to fcratch or tear up the Ground there, though it lay 
open to them equally with the other Ground, and 
they often run over it. 


John Milner. 

N. B. Two Bufhels of Lime to each Cow was 
the Allowance. 


XII. 



